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EDITOR'S PREFACE 
In this January issue of the fourth volume of Landa$, Vicente 
Marasigan, our journal's most faithful contributor, continues his 
reflections on contemporary topics of relevance in the light of 
Bernard Lonery.)n's thought, Maraslgan proposes a pastoralllnkage 
between interreligious collaboration and Marian phenomena, using 
Lonergan's intentionality analysis and insights into the contribu~ 
tions of psychologists Jung and Maslow. Emphasis is on buHding 
world peace through ascetic praxis 
Treating the relation between ChristianIty and world religions, 
Joseph J, Smith examines the pluralist position of Paul Knitter, 
professor of theology at Xavi€r University, Cincinnati, who quefr" 
tions Christianity's binding its adherents to the superiority norma­
tivity and finality of God's revelation in Jesus Christ. Th€ article 
endeavors to show that Knitter has not succeeded in prOVIding 
convincing reasons why Christians must revise or reject their tradi· 
tiOnal understanding of Jesus Christ as God's finaf, definltivo, 
normative revelation. 
Patrick Riordan spent a semester and a summer in the Philip­
pines in 1989 teaching the philosophy of work and of politics at 
the graduate school of the Ateneo de Manila University. Outing 
that time he was an interested and keen observer of events in {;on· 
temporary Philippine history. His artide on the "common good" 
provides a very helpful theoretical background for the elaboration 
of COflCrete approaches to certain problems of Filipino national 
life today, 
Basing his reflections on the dramatic re"enactment traditionally 
held in many regions of the PhilippInes of resurrection liturgy and 
para-liturgy.. James H, Kroeger writes a brief but significant article 
arguing for a renewed appreciation and application of the power 
of inculturated evangelization in the form of drama, art. song, 
dance, pageantry and festivity. 
Two review articles are featured In tllis issue. Gerald W, Healy 
reviews Richard A. McCormick's book, The Critical CaJling, an au~ 
tobiographical self·understanding, as jt were, of the moral theolo~ 
sian's role In the Church. In the process, a good number of funda­
mental questions in christian ethics are examined and their pasto­
ral applications discussed. Thomas H. Green gives a positive !?Valua" 
tion of Leonard Swidler's book, Towards a Universal Theology of 
Religions, commending the work for its useful exposition of the 
greet value - as well as the very real difficulties - of ecumenical 
dialogue. 
In the notes and comments John N, Schumacher calls attention 
to what in his judgment is a Vatican document of more than ordi­
nary importance, but whIch may f4;lmain largely unknown to 
readers due to lack of Wider pubftcation. The importance of the 
"Gulderines for the Study and Teaching of the Church's Social 
Doctrine in the Formation of Priests" issued by the Congregation 
for Catholic Education may be summed up on three levels: {T) 
The document has provided a clarification of the nature of Church 
social teaching, (2) it has explainoo the constitutive elements of 
Catholic social doctrine and their role in forming the conscience of 
the Christian, and (3) it has laid down flexible yet sufflciently spe­
cific orientations for the theologicai and pastoral formation of 
future priests. 
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